What are the key characteristics of each level?

The proficiency continuum consists of benchmarks that describe “what an individual
can do with language at each level” (OPI Familiarization Manual, p.3). The following
chart provides an overview of the key characteristics of each level of proficiency. The
chart identifies differences by mode of communication: Interpretive (listening, reading,
or viewing); Interpersonal (conversational exchanges either by speaking and listening,
signing, or texting); or Presentational (speaking, writing, or via media).
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